
I was checking the calendar 
and saw that Easter falls right 
after the beginning of Passover 
this year.  It’s like the rare times 

when Christmas and Chanukah are 
celebrated at the same time.

It is a reminder that, 
although we may have different 
holidays, we are similar in the 
fact that we place importance 
on faith and tradition.  

Wow.  I expected a comment 
about how efficient it is when 
holidays fall at the same 
time.  Especially as I know 

that you’re not a big fan of holidays 
and prefer to get them over with as 
soon as possible or, even better, try to 
ignore them.

It is not the holidays that I do 
not like … it is how they have 
been commercialized.  Their 
meanings easily get lost.  

Well, short of selling matzo, 
gefilte fish, and Passover honey 
cake, I’m not sure how you 
commercialize Passover.

But, do you understand 
the meaning behind the foods 
and the traditions?  I feel 
that is what is getting lost. 
Although Jewish, I have always tried 
to understand and reconcile many of 
the Christian holidays with my own 
beliefs.

To use one of your favorite 
words … why?

Why try to better 
understand other people’s 
beliefs to further my own 
knowledge?  Why try to find 
connections to remind me that we 
may have more in common than 

differences?  Or, why take the time to 
respect and appreciate other holidays 
and traditions?

I’m sorry I asked.  Although 
it does remind me that one of 
THE best classes I ever took at 
Wake Forest was Comparative 

Religions.  It was amazing and really 
opened my eyes as it made me realize 
that, although the major religions of 
the world have so many differences, we 
also have so much in common.

Exactly. And, what do you 
remember about Easter? 

My Easter memories are 
about the girls!  They love 
Easter, with its bunnies and 
candy.  Between making and 

decorating colored Easter eggs, buying 
those crazy sweet marshmallow Peeps 
in seemingly every color under the 
sun, and sometimes indulging in an 
Easter Sunday buffet brunch, it’s one 
of their favorite non-Jewish holidays!  

I was talking about your 
religion class.  I know Easter 
is about the resurrection of 
Jesus, how Lent starts on Ash 
Wednesday in preparation of Good 
Friday and then Easter.     

You’re Jewish, what else is 
there for you to know?  

I am trying to find 
common ground, since Jews 
do not believe in many of the 
“facts” of Christianity that are 
a fundamental part of Easter.  But I do 
think, to some extent, that I have the 
meaning of Easter figured out.  

Don’t take this the wrong 
way, but for the millions of 
people that celebrate Easter, I 
think they figured it out a long 

time ago.

I meant for me 
personally.  Easter has 
become a time that makes me 
truly appreciate my friends, 
as it reminds me that people are not 
all alike, that some things have no 
common ground to be found.  But, it 
does not mean that there cannot be 
love and respect.  

 I’m confused.  Aren’t you 
the one that’s always saying 
how, if people realized that 
we have more in common, for 

example our struggles with money or 
relationships, that the world would be 
a better place?  Rather than focusing 
on our differences, with people tending 
to see things these days as “us” and 
“them”?

What is confusing?  I never 
said we are all identical.  I said 
you can choose to focus on the 
similarities.  Or, the differences.   

Sounds like it’s another one 
of those “mindset’ things you 
love to talk about, and it feeds 
into how we, as a society, tend 

to divide things and people, into “right” 
and “wrong”.  

And, that is the significance 
of Easter for me.  As a reminder 
that different is different 
… not good or bad … just 
different.  That when it comes to 
religion, it is a matter of faith.

So, I’m curious. Growing up, 
before you looked for “meaning” 
in holidays, did you ever think 
there was any relationship 

between Easter and Passover?

Do you remember Mom 
making egg salad from all 
those leftover Easter eggs?

I hate when you answer a 
question with a question.

Just answer the question.

Yes, of course.  She was 
never going to waste all those 
hard-boiled eggs.  

Well, I remember her 
putting that Easter egg salad 
on leftover matzo.  So, there is 
your connection.
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